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Do I need to purchase a computer system?  

A computer is not required, as our curriculum provides computers for use both in class and for student access 

through our liberal open lab schedules. The decision to purchase a computer system for personal use is voluntary.  

  

What should I buy a Macintosh or a Windows system?  

Your choice of system is a personal choice. While our classroom labs are equipped with Macintosh computer 

systems, the vast majority of the software used in the curricula are available for both Mac and Windows systems. 

PrattMWP has no specific requirements for an idea about what system benefits your Major take a look at what Pratt 

suggests here: https://www.pratt.edu/academics/technology-resources/laptop-programs/majors/  

Also, keep in mind that comprehensive anti-virus, anti-spyware and security software is required with any computer 

and must be regularly updated.  

  

Where should I purchase my computer system?  

While we do not endorse any particular manufacturer, Apple and Dell offer special education discounts in 

partnership with the Pratt online store. Visit my.pratt.edu for more information or call the Pratt Service Desk at 

(718) 636-3765.  

  

The primary applications used in the PrattMWP classroom labs are as follows:  

  

Adobe Creative Cloud (Available for Mac and Windows)  

Adobe Creative Cloud is a core software suite for all of our computer-based curricula. This is a 

subscription-based software that has student pricing.  

  

Apple Final Cut Pro X (Macintosh Only)  

For 4D Design students, the curriculum is Mac-based and uses Final Cut Pro X. This software is available only on 

the Mac platform, so a Mac would be the better choice for 4D Design students and those with a continuing interest 

in multimedia, video editing and production. 

  

Additional software for consideration:  

During your time at PrattMWP you will have access to G-Suite (Google application) via the internet. G-Suite Provides you 

will all your word-processing, spreadsheet and presentation needs, and more. You will find in the Library and some labs the 

systems will have Microsoft Office Suite installed if you wish to purchase your own version of Office that is entirely up to 

you. The Student/Teacher Edition or Office 365 is recommended. 

  

Security & Anti-Virus Software:  

All computers should have some type of anti-virus installed on their personal system. Windows and Apple 

operating system are all susceptible to malicious software. Windows systems come pre-installed with anti-virus 

software that if kept up to date will help to keep your system safe. For Apple systems, we recommend FREE 

Anti-Virus software for Mac: Sophos Anti-Virus for Mac Home Edition:  https://home.sophos.com/  

 

We also recommend you install the free addition of Malwarebytes for both types of systems. This software can 

be used to scan potentially unwanted programs that can slow your system down. You can find this software at 

https://www.malwarebytes.com 

 

Where should I purchase my software?  

Student discounts on Adobe software are available to registered students through Prattʼs online store. Apple also has 

an online store for education, which offers discounts. In addition, most other software and accessories can be 

purchased online from Academic Superstore at consider- able discounts, subject to proof of enrollment status.  
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