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“I grew up in Owego, NY, a small town about two hours south of Utica. I 

had a relatively standard American upbringing with a decent education, a 

family business, divorce, etc. I followed my brother’s footsteps by attending 

PrattMWP and was easily able to carve out my own very personal and enriching 

experience. I completed the program in 2009 and attended The School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago until 2011. I didn’t quite have the funds to finish, but stayed 

in Chicago and worked on my practice slowly and immaturely until I picked it up 

again in 2016. Today, I am in Santa Monica, CA working as a studio assistant for 

the up-and-coming artist, Simphiwe Ndzube.” - Ethan Stuart

How was PrattMWP influential for you in your growth as an artist? 

It’s all about the faculty. I really looked up to the teachers there. They all seemed 

to have secrets or keys to greater artmaking. Everything was art first. It was a 

culture of thoughtfulness.

What do you remember as your most notable experience at PrattMWP?

One that stands out is the famous sophomore trip with (Professor of Sculpture 

and 3-D Design) Dan Buckingham. We went to the Albright Knox Art Gallery in 

Buffalo, NY, Goodyear in Akron, OH and the Braddock Light Show in Braddock, 

PA, sleeping on studio floors or wherever we could, just to see as much art and life impacted by art as we could.

What has been your greatest achievement since leaving PrattMWP?

There hasn’t been one single great achievement, I’m just lucky to be surrounded by people I love and making work I care about.

What ideas are you exploring with your artwork now?

I’m always experimenting with formalism, but the content of my work continues to be more and more autobiographical. I am 

exploring the truly dramatic events in my life. Our family store has burnt down 

two separate times, once was due to arson and the other a freak combustion of 

bags of mulch in the hot sun. I’m trying to ground the drama to my upbringing 

within the Christian faith, looking at it again as I did when I was young and 

more religious.

Describe the most important “tool” you have in your artist toolbox.

Honesty!

What is the role of artists today? How will artists today influence the 

future of the art world and generations to come?

I’m not so sure, documented experiences are always helpful to look back on. 

Carrying the torch of being outwardly creative is important.

What is on the horizon for you as an artist?

Hopefully, a lot of luck! I’m continuing to apply for residencies and other 

opportunities. Los Angeles has been an amazing resource so far, but I plan to 
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move back to New York City soon. The more relationships I make between New 

York, Chicago, and Los Angeles the better off I seem to be.

What advice would you give a student pursuing a career in the arts?

Always be making work. Always write about your work.

Why is it important for you to stay in contact with your tribe of PrattMWP 

alumni? How have you been in contact with your fellow alumni? What is 

your go-to social platform to stay connected?

Instagram is always a great tool for visual people. My peers from PrattMWP 

and I still remain close and plan to meet this summer. Nicole Basilone, who 

also showed her work at the alumni exhibition, is still a dear friend. We share 

opportunities with each other often and discuss other work.

Follow Ethan Stuart:

Website: www.ethanstuart.com

Instagram: @ethanjohnstuart
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PRECOLLEGE PROGRAM
GIVES A GLIMPE OF PRATTMWP LIFE

This summer, PrattMWP College of Art and Design welcomed 75 high school students from across the country to campus 

from July 8 to August 2 for the precollege program, giving them the opportunity to see what it would be like to live and 

study at the Utica campus.

In the four-week program, students 

concentrated on graphic design, illustration, 

painting and drawing, and photography.

Ending in an one-day exhibition of their work 

in the School of Art Studio Building. Students 

who participated in the program earned 

a certificate of completion and four Pratt 

Institute–granted credit hours, transferable to 

most major art and design schools.

Our precollege classes are taught by current 

full-time and adjunct faculty, PrattMWP alumni, 

and staff. If you are interested in teaching in 

next year’s summer program, please contact 

Ken Marchione at kmarchi@mwpai.edu.

www.ethanstuart.com
@ethanjohnstuart
https://www.mwpai.edu/academics/pre-college-programs/



