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Floral Artist at Village Florals in New Hartford, NY 

Utica native Tracy Robin Wilkinson has always found ways to incorporate 

artistic elements to her life. She studied fine arts with a sculpture 

concentration as a member of the PrattMWP Charter Class of 2000. 

She gravitated towards welding metal sculptures under the tutelage 

of Professor of Sculpture Daniel Buckingham and saw it as an exciting 

counterpoint to her more traditionally feminine side. 

After receiving her BFA from Pratt Institute in 2004, she became the Gallery 

Director for PrattMWP and learned how to set up shows, select artists, and 

manage gallery exhibitions. While in college she had worked as a floral 

assistant and while finding it fulfilling and challenging, sculpture had 

always been her main focus. When her Gallery Director position ended, 

she returned to her floral assistant position before eventually landing a job at 

Chester’s Flowers in Utica. Her skill gathered from assisting in floral design blossomed at Chester’s and she began to experiment 

more with the medium and discovered that she loved it as a profession. She is now working at Village Florals in New Hartford and 

won both best in show and juror’s choice for her floral interpretation of Wassily Kandinsky’s Improvisation # 23 in Munson-Williams’ 

Art in Bloom exhibition in 2018. Tracy plans to participate again in the 2021 Art in Bloom.

Tracy Robin Wilkinson

Tracy Robin Wilkinson 
Floral Art interpretation of Wassily Kandinsky’s Improvisation # 23 

flowers, rush



What makes you passionate about your work?

I fell in love working with flowers at an early age and have been in this field of work for the past 18 years. I like it because I don’t have to 

create according to formulas, and it’s exciting and emotional work. I like to use anything other than a vase for a design.

For you, what was the relationship between sculpture and floral design?

The relationship between sculpture and floral design didn’t happen overnight. After graduating from Pratt, I returned home to Utica 

where I resumed my job as a floral designer while looking for jobs in the art world. I had a temporary job at PrattMWP as the Gallery 

Director, but it wasn’t full time. After spending time in the floral design/ floral art world, I developed a passion for flowers and what can 

be created with them, and attended several floral seminars and had a few great mentors while working at Chester’s Flower Shop. I really 

liked how I felt and how the flower world was opening up to me. I had an untapped skill that I was unaware of—sculptural floral art. My 

work was shaky at first, but like any new craft, it took time to develop on a level where I felt confidant. I started using my knowledge of 

art and sculpture and applying it to floral designs, breaking barriers, and defying gravity. Floral art is more challenging because of how 

delicate and breakable flowers are, unlike metal and wood, and I love a challenge! My work is always filled with color, whimsy, textural 

elements, movement, and fun whether it is expressed with flowers, sculptures, or paintings. I find all three mediums can use the same 

principles and can be expressed in similar ways.

As a floral designer, what was the Art in Bloom experience like?

I was thrilled two years ago to have participated in the first Art in Bloom 

event at Minson-Williams, where both my loves and passions for sculpture 

and flowers came together to create a floral sculpture piece representing 

an artwork at the Museum. It was amazing, I was in my element. I’m 

hoping to do future projects like that one and others too. This was one of 

the highlights of my floral/art career. As we are so often our own worst 

critics, it renewed my confidence in what I do and being a floral artist 

is exactly what I love to do by making people happy with flowers and 

creating not only beautiful floral arrangements, but also making floral 

art utilizing my sculptural background by applying it to the flower world. I 

believe my interpretation captures the true essence of Wassily Kandinsky’s 

Improvisation # 23 using bold bright blooms, movement, and using a 

black painted floral medium called Rush to showcase the harsh black lines 

throughout the artwork and floral art.

Tracy Robin Wilkinson, 
Contemporary Floral Arrangement

Tracy Robin Wilkinson 
The Ecstasy of Life 

acrylic painted flower with thickening medium, glitter and markers



What are your plans for future projects?

I’m hoping to have my own flower shop or incorporating flowers and art in some other way, perhaps for large events and special 

openings. I love using my entire body, designing large-scale pieces both in sculpture and flowers to have a “wow” factor. My 10-year 

plan is to start small, but I’m hoping to have a small staff that can allow the floral/art business to blossom.  I feel that there is a need 

for something like this not only in this community but everywhere, nature is so magical and can impress.  I also love that floral art is 

temporary. It’s not like a sculpture that you can have and view indefinitely.  Floral art is only viewable for about a week or so that it makes 

it much more desirable in my eyes, because once it’s gone, it’s gone.

See Tracy’s work 

Tracy Robin Wilkinson
Tropical floral arrangement

foliage, and yellow cubed oasis to the 
container to look like cubed fruit

https://www.instagram.com/flowerchildforeva/



